[image: image1.png]Colog?a(zg

University

E xtension
_-—




Extension
Southeast Area

County Extension Offices

Baca County

700 Colorado St.

Springfield, CO 81073

719-523-6971

Bent County
1499 Amb. Thompson Blvd.

Las Animas, CO 81054

719-456-0764

Cheyenne County
425 S. 7th W.

P. O. Box 395

Cheyenne Wells, CO 80810

719-767-5716

Crowley County
613 North Main St.

Courthouse Annex

Ordway, CO 81063

719-267-5243
Kiowa County
1305 Goff

P. O. Box 97

Eads, CO 81036

719-438-5321
Otero County
411 N. 10th
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SOUTHEAST AREA EXTENSION SAYS                                                              
Contact: Bruce Fickenscher

CSU Extension Agent

Range and Livestock 

719-438-5321

Email: bruce.fickenscher@colostate.edu
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Firewise Tips for Homeowners

Not that is should be a surprise, because it seems to be more normal than not, but the weather has turned hot and very dry again – or at least very dry, depending on the day.  With these dry conditions plus the unusual amount of rain seen in many areas during the summer months, we are also experiencing relatively heavy fuel loads in Southeast Colorado.  Many of us have friends who have been impacted one way or another by the fires that have occurred in mountain and forested areas, along with a few out here on the Eastern Plains and memories of the Crowley County fire in 2008.  
The second weather phenomenon we usually have in abundance is wind.  Mix dry conditions, wind, and adequate to heavy fuel loads and there is a recipe for disaster – especially if you are in the path of one of these wildfires.  

We cannot do much about the dry conditions or the wind, but we can control fuels especially in sensitive areas like around our residence and farmsteads.  Your local CSU Extension office has access to Firewise information through the eXtension website, with tips and suggestions to prepare and protect personal property in the event of a wildfire.
Basically is starts as a target with your home as the bull’s eye.   Start by using non-flammable or low flammable construction material for roofs, sidings, and windows.  This includes not planting or having dry debris or mulches within five feet of the foundation and off of your eaves, gutters, decks, or porches – this includes stacks of firewood.  Make sure vents have screens or coverings to prevent ember entry in the event of a wildfire.  
The next ring of the target extends from five to thirty feet from the foundation.  This area should be large enough to accommodate fire equipment if needed and be well irrigated.  It should be well maintained and mowed with careful, well-spaced plantings of low flammable plant species.  Again it is suggested to use rocks, gravel, or stone rather than dry mulches in this area.  

The area from thirty to 100 feet away from the foundation




 again needs to include low flammability plant material with low growing shrubs and, if you have one, the irrigation system should extend into this area.  Trees should be well spaced and trimmed of lower branches to prevent a fuel ladder that will allow a fire to climb to the taller vegetation.
Past 100 feet there should be low growing plants and well space trees and shrubs.  You may not keep the fire out of this area, but the less time it is there, the less damage it has a chance to cause.  Also, the heavier the fuel load or amount of vegetation, the hotter the fire and the longer the recovery time will be and the more soil amendments that will be needed to help recovery occur.  Also, a hot fire leaves a lot of bare ground which leads to another set of problems for landowners!
For more information, contact your local Extension Office:  Baca County 719-523-6971, Bent County 719-456-0764, Cheyenne County 719-767-5716, Crowley County 719-267-5243, Kiowa County 719-438-5321, Otero County 719-254-7608, Prowers County 719-336-7734 or your local health department.  Find us on the web at:  http://www.extension.colostate.edu/SEA.  CSU Extension offers up-to-date, unbiased, research-based information to families in Southeast Colorado.  CSU Extension programs are available to all without discrimination.
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